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WHAT FUTURE FOR BRILL 
HOUSE? 
 

Having pressed Housing Solutions for an 

answer regarding the future of Brill House for 

over 2 years, the answer is becoming a little 

clearer. 

 

1. Brill House is to be demolished. 
 

2. Specialist Unit to be built. 

Housing Solutions and the Borough Council have 
agreed the finance to build a specialist unit home, 
for ten people with severe learning difficulties, and 

those needing supported living accommodation on 
part of the site. This will include all those residents 
from the Mokattam Care Home in Altwood Bailey, 
which is now considered unsuitable for their needs. 
I understand the new care home will retain the 
name “Brill House.”  
Local residents support this proposal. 

 

3. On the rest of the site 7 semi-detached houses are to be built as “affordable housing”. 
Whatever “affordable housing” means?  

Two of the units have been earmarked for shared-ownership, where the tenant is part owner of the 
property and pays part rent and part mortgage until they own 100%. 
A further five units will be for affordable housing which as Housing Association tenants they will have a 
“Right to Buy” after being a tenant of Housing Solutions for a period of three years. The longer someone 
has been a tenant the greater will be the discount on the sale price they will be offered. So the units could 
go into private ownership in a very short space of time. So it is certain that the provision of social 

housing on the site will totally disappear. 
 

4. The provision of homes for elderly residents of Cox Green, long associated with the site, will 
totally disappear. 
There are very real concerns over the loss of accommodation for the elderly in Cox Green. I am not aware 
of any other provision for the elderly in the area other than Christian Smith House, in Woodlands Park. At a 
time when there is an increasingly aging population retention of some provision at Brill House would have 

the potential to free up other social housing for families. 
 

5. The Brill House site is also in a prominent and sensitive area at the centre of the “old village” of 
Cox Green and any development should be sympathetic to its immediately surrounding area.  

The initial plans, first shown to some of the local residents in April 2015, have not been amended by 
Housing Solutions at all, despite the concerns raised at the impact of such a building, on the residents of 
Lock Lane, Mercia Road and the street scene of Brill Green. There is also serious concern at the lack of 
parking provision on site, which will put severe pressure on roads such as Lock Lane and Mercia Road. 
 

6. Public Consultation 
Housing Solutions, under pressure, promised a public consultation with local residents prior to plans being 
submitted. However, the decision by the Council to approve the finance for the project would appear to 
make this a done deal. Yes, there is the planning process to go through but, given the proposal has 

financial support, the council is hardly likely to turn down the planning application when it’s submitted.  
The planning process will only look at the design and area that is built on, not what is put there. 
At the time of going to press, the latest information is that the public consultation will take place at the end 
of January/beginning of February 2016 before any planning application is submitted.  
 
THIS IS AN ISSUE THAT AFFECTS THE WHOLE COMMUNITY SO PLEASE HAVE YOUR SAY. 

 
Look out for the posters and leaflets that will give more information. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

David Maskell on 01628 635523 e-mail dmaskell711@btinternet.com  

or Alex Tomaszewski on 01628 625028 e-mail tomal01@screaming.net  
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